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STEWARDS 


OF EHE 


Oxfordſhire - Feaſt E 
For the Year 1694+ 


Gentlemen, 


Our Kindneſs and Requeſt bath 
obliged me to publiſh the enſuing 
Diſcourſe of Brotherly Love and 


Chriſtian Charity. God grant that you, * 


and I, and every Chriftian, may increaſe 
In that, and every good Grace and FYertue 
in this Life; - that at the laſt Day we 


may partake of the Mercy of God unto: 


Eternal Life, through the Merits of Fe- _ 
T; us Chriſt our Lord; « the hearty wiſh of 


Your moſt Aﬀectionate Country-man 
and Humble Servant, 


S. W. 


C42 


1 THESS: IV. 10. 


But we beſeech you Brethren to increaſe 
more and more. 7 God 212 B93 


O ſooner had our Bleſſed Lord (the-glo- 
' rious Son of the: Erernal:God) compleat- 
cd that grand myſterious work of our | RE- 
demption, but he ſent his Diſciples to preach 
the Goſpel, :not to 'fome few. ſelected people, 
whom he better loved than: the reſt of niankind, 
but to all the Nations of the world, for ſo their 
Commuſſon runs, Mat.. 28. - Go, preach the Go- 


B ſpel 10 ll Natiojs.: ) And amorig |other Gentile 


places, !the happy news, the glad -tydings of the 


; ; Gofpcl;. was: affectionately delivered, and charm: 


ingly preached, by. St:Parl (the: Apottle: of the 
Gentiles) coi the Inhabitants (ob -'[heſſalonica;: the. 
Metropols:ot:-Macedonia : . Where: his Doctrine 
T7 B found 


(4) 
found ſuch kind entertainment, that a great 
multitude of devout Greeks believed , and of 
the chief women not a few, Acts 17. v.4. * But no 
ſooner had the good Apoſtle preached unto 
them the Reſurrettion of the author and finiſher 
of our Faith, but the malicious 11|-natur'd Jews 
(with certain lewd fellows of the baſeſt ſort) af- 
faulted the houſe of Jaſon, for Paul's fake, car- 
rying both the Apoſtle and Diſciple before the 
Magiſtrates of rhe City, accuſing them of Tu- 
mult and Sedition, . repreſenting them troublers 
of the World, and Enemies to Ceſar ; fo that 
the good Apoſtle was under a conſtraint to de- 
part-from Thefſatorica, which made him lcave 
| his new Converts unſettled, nor throughly cſta- 
bliſhked in the Fanh : Bur yer ſo frm and fohd 
. was the foundation which he had laid, thar all 
the black Regiment of Hell, with the Prince of 
the Powers of Darkneſs, could not exttrpatc, 
nor oyerturnit. The'ſleight, and the cunning, 
the violence, and force of all the falfe Prophets, 
could not court them to embrace another Do- 
&rine, nor fright them into an Abhorrence of 
that which they had rccciyved from St _ 
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; Who hearing from fame of his Brethren, and 


Fellow Weg of their ſedfaſtneſs in the 
Faith, wrote this Epiſtle, to congratulate their 
conſtancy, their perſeverance in the ſame, and 
© arm them. againſt all temptations, all afflicti- 
ons, which might attack their ſincericy, and 
aſſault their Chriſtian fortitude z - and haying 
thus confirmed them, in this Chapter® he ex- 
horts them, wv 1. to pleaſe God by abounding 
more and more 1n all the duties of piety, *v. 4- 
to keep their bodies pure and undefaled, v. 6. he 
dehorts them from fraud and oppreſſion, v. 9, 10. 
he commends their fraternal love and charity, 
for ſaith the Apoſtle of them, 7e exerciſe it 16> 
wards all the brethren that are in Macedonia. And 
without vanity and ſclf-refleftion, my beloved 
Brethren, and Fellow Countrymen, 1 mutt 
commend your charity and loye, which you 
have often ſhewed one to another ; ; - but we be- 


ſeech yau brethren, that ye increaſe more and more, 


Now the reaſon why St. Pexl addreſſed himſelf, 
in this humble courtcous language of intreaty 1s, 
I conceive, that. his Doctrine might the better 
charm their afteRions, and be the more firmly 

B 2  roored 


| Ce 3 
rooted'i in their hearts; thatlove might lead them 


to the'practice' of their duty, rather: than ' fear 
frighten them into a compliance with it. The 


Apoſtle who had taken ſome with -a holy guile, 


experimentally knew , that that Obedience is 


more ſincere, which proceeds from a principle 
of love, than that which 1s compelled by fear. 


] -.: My body and external | parts may be forced, but 


no compulſion can prevail againſt - my foul; 

That's the moſt ſweer and welcome Obedience, 
which is voluntary and unconſtrained. A Lion 
pcradyenture may* be ſtroaked into a bondage, 
bur ſooner will he be hewed in pieces than beaten 
into- a chain. That' is ſurely an imperfect kind 
of: Obedience, which bows men to-their duty by 
threats and terrors; - there 1s very littlke-of the 
heart in ſuch performances, which can therefore 
find very little acceptance with God our Savi- 
our, ' who would have the ground of our, Obc- 
dicnce to be love, John 14. v. 15. If you.lore 
. me keep my commandments : The drift and deſign 
of St. Paul, was to incourage ' his 7 beſſalonidus 
in their vertuous practices in their Chriſtian 


progreſs; and therefore he beſeeches them to 
increalc, 
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* increaſe, and that he might the better, preyail 


with' thetm, he adds thac: chriſtian appellation of 


| Brethren, 1 beſeech you Brethren, But how the 


Apoltle, a Jew born at 7arſus in-Cilicia, could 
call- the Theſſalonians, Grecians by birth, . Bre- 
thren. may perhaps' be queſtioned : For che fa- 
tisfaction therefore of ſuch a Curioſity, 1t may 
be obſerved, that the word'Brethren1s variouſly. 
uſed, as well in the Book of God, as' our com- 
mon language ; for net only. they are called 
Brethren, that are born of the ſame, as Jacob 
and Eſau, but they alſo, who derive their Ort: 
ginal from the ſame ſtock, ſo Abraham. and 
Lot, though but Brothers Sons, were called 
Brethren : People of the ſame Nation , ſuch 
as. follow the ſame Art or Trade, that are-part- 
ners in the ſame Office or Employment, are 
called Brethren. Paul and Softhenes, fellow-la- 
bourers in the work: of the Mimiitry, are fo cal- 
led, 1 Cor. 1. 1. but in neither of theſe reſpects 
doth Saint Paul call the Theſ/alonians by that 
Ghriſtian name, but becauſe they were bre- 
thren in the Chriſtian Fanh ; and they may 
properly be called brethren, that protels the 
ſame 
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fame Faith, worſhip the ſame God,. and m EY 
fare manner ; are "members of the - ſame 
Church, and through the. merits of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, are intereſſed in all the privledges. be- 
tonging to the Sons of- God. -' This + is a Spiri- 
raal- brotherhood, and -in this ſenſe we are alt 
Chriſtians, and as ſuch wc are brethren in 
Chriſt Jeſus. And. therefore, my beloved, I 
fhall uſe tbe loving language. of the Apoſtle, 
ro pertwade you to that excellent duty of Che 
rity, upon our ſolemn Feaſt-day, ' which is a 
Feaft of - Love and Charity, which. vou have 
often exerciſed to the lowly branchcs of your 
Country, to your honour. But we beſeech. you 
Brethren , ' t0 increaſe more and mere. Highly 
reaſonable, neceſſary for us, and incumbent up- 
en Us, - 18 the practice of this great and honou- 
rable duty ; if we contider that God Almighty 
1s our merciful Father, that-he daily. 6% and 
cloaths us, ' that he provides abundantly for vs 
in this life, his mercies are renewed to us eve- 
ry day and every morning 1s a freſh inſtance 
of his. goodneſs; inhim we live, move and 
| have our being ; and theſe - obligations: ſhould 
ingage 
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ingage us'to love hm with all our hearts, and. 


our neighbotir as onr- ſelves; to promote the 

incereſt and welfare of 'our brother ; if he 1s in 
miſery, to help him ; im want, to relieve him ; 

if in trouble, ro comfort him; if ignorant, w 
inſtruct him; if wicked, to admoniſh him in 
the ſpirit of meckneſs ; 1f godly, to incourage 
himand imnate his pjous example, Ict his con- 
dition and ſtate be high or low, noble or igno-+ 
ble; thou mayſt be uſcful and ſcrviccable to 
him, in praying © God in his behalf. Thus 
the vileſt mortal that rakes a kennel, the POQre 
eft beggar that craves an alms, may ſhew his 
charity to the greateſt King : In this ſenſe the 
deaf, the blind and lame may do good te 
themſelves, and the Church of God. This is 


- our ducy, and ought to be our practice, ' to 


love all men fervently without exception, to 
pray for them conftandly without intermiſſion, 
and heartily without difſimulation, If we con- 
ſider in our moſt ſober thoughts and fcrious 
mcduartions, - that God Almighty is our boun- 
tiful Benefactor; that he daily loads us wich 
his benefits, and multplys his bleflings upon 

us : 


TC wo'Y 
us: This conſideration iwill ſurely move out 
affection and compaſſion to their. proper ob- 
jects, in raiſing up the drooping ſpirits of thoſe 
who lay low in the world, filling their bodies 
with good things, and theirthearrs with joy and 
gladneſs. Thus we: ſhould imitate the divine 
Goodneſs, we ſhould refreſh others with ſome 
of thoſe comforts, which daily. flow upon us 
from the fountain of eternal blifs. God . Al- 
mighty requires us to acknowledge his bounty, 
by'our kindneſs to thoſe who are unable to re- 
fiſt. a low. and:contemptible ſtate, and too weak 
to. overcome it : Not to act like the ſordid 
carthly Mortal, who wants {(1f 1 may ſo ſpeak) 
the. good nature of 'the Gadaren's Darling, the 
brutiſh Hog. to pity and.: compaſſionate the 
miſeries and calamities of : his: fellow creatures, 
his own fleſh, who.like a : ſtanding Pool is con- 
fined within his own filthy. black and deadly 
banks; but God requires us to act like men 
full of bowels of compaſſion.to be ready to eyc- 
ry.good work, to help the nuſcrable, to relieve 
the diſtreſſed, to ſupport the: weak; to com: 


fort the broken-hearred, continually to give our 


iclping 


of RR Coal : 


= #0. 2-4 y* - 
» . + by 
ts NREINO8 


_ F 
ag KG = 
I py NY RE 
oo #1 SI . 


wh de— ——_——— 


OP 


helping hand to thoſe of a low fortune, and to 
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promote the intereſt of our indigent brother ; 
to pour the wine of gladneſs, and oyl of com- 
fort into the wounds of our neighbors body, 
or ſoul ; whether they be afflicted like Lazarus 
with the ſores of poverty and want; or like 
Gehazi, covered with the Leproſie of their own 
ſins ; thus the merciful man a&s, dealing his 
bread to the hungry, cioathing the naked, viſit- 
ing the afflicted ſoul, filling the poor with 
good things, ſeeking all opportunities of doing 
good, bringing forth the blefled fruits of 
Righteouſneſs and Mercy ; for the merciful 
man, like the kind and lively ſtream, diffuſeth 
his love liberally into his neighbouring ſoil, and 
ives fatneſs tothe poor and barren land. 

Secondly, The conſtant practice of our bleſſed 
Lord, commends this duty of increaling more 
and more in charity and mercy ; for . he went 
about continually doing good, giving eyes to 
the blind, feer ro the lame, underſtanding to 
the ignorant, and. wiſdom to the ſimple ; cu- 
ring the diſeaſes of the body, healing the di- 
tempers of the foul , quickning thoſe who 
Wcre 
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were dead in treſpaſſes and fins. And if we + 


who call our ſelves his diſciples, do not abound 
in gentleneſs, meckneſs and love , in acts of 
benevolence and beneficence , he will nor own 
us as his Sheep, nor give us a Manſion 1n his 
Fathers Houſe : If we do not imitate him, in 
thoſe works of kindneſs and love to our Bre- 
thren, the Son of God will not acknowlege 
himſelf our Lord, nor will he give us any Re- 
ward in the life to come, but that which he hath 
prepared for unprofitable ſervants, and diſobe- 
dient Children. If we call our ſelves his Mem- 
bers, and walk not in conformity to him, our 
Head, we deceive our ſelves, provoke him to 

wrath , and he will take no pleaſure in us. 
Thirdly , Our moft holy and excellent Religion 
obliges us to perform works of charity and 
mercy, and to continue in the performance of 
them ; for that FRO you 70 increaſe in every 
good work, Col. 1. v. 10. To be kind one to anc- 
ther, tender-hearted, "Epheſ 4. V.32. But to ſerve 
one another by love, not to be weary in well doing, 
Gal. 5. v.13. To be filled with the fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs, which are unto the praiſe and Fi of 
God, 
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#3 God, Phil. r. v. 144 Without theſe holy: diſpo- 
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? fitions and divine! ats, you cannot be ſincerely 


Religious, nor bear ſuch fruits, by which our 


; heavenly Farther is glorified. Therefore ſaith 
{ Sr. Peter, add to your faith, vertue ; to vertue, 


knowledge; to knowledge, temperance ; to tempe- 
rance, patience ; to'patience,. godlineſs ; to godli- 
neſs, brotherly kindneſs'; 10 brotherly kindneſs , 
charity : for if theſe things be in you, and a- 
beund, they make you', that you hall neither be 
barreii, nor unfruitful,, im the work; of the Lord, 
And now, my beloved Brethren,, Natives of 
thar delightful , and well-ſiuated GCiry,, in 
whoſe ſituation- the goodneſs of the Lord hath 
greatly appeared; for God hath bleſſed: her 
Inhabirants-, with! all things: conducive to the 
health of their bodies, as a ſweet ſerene Air, 
neither: too mild, nor.too ſevere ;i pleaſant: R1- 
vers; fruitful: Hills and: Vallies,. full of fatneſs, 
And God: hath proyided for the health-of their 
ſouls, ſpiritual Phyſicians, inducd: with wiſdom 


- and! knowledge, who adminiſter nulk to the 


infant Chriſtian; and! to the ſtrong they apply 
more ſolid arid; fabftantial nouriſhment ; For 
G2 oat. 


C 14 ) 

that glorious City 1s adorned and beautified 
with a famous Univerſity, which is admired 
abroad, and preferred at home by all, but the 
contenders for a parallel. Some of her vene- 
rable body, late ingenious Members, are ar this 
inſtant the reverend and laudable Paſtors of the 
moſt honourable Churches in th:'s magnificent 
City, and are as much the Honour and Renown 
of the Metropolis, as ſhe is the Splendor and 
Glory of the Nation. Now my Fellow Coun- 
trymen of that pleaſant and fruntul Count y, 
which is ſuperiour to moſt, inferiour to none, 
I -beſcech you ſtrive with a ſpiritual Ambiticn, 
and holy Emulation, to exceed the reſt of 
mankind, in Piety, Charity and Mercy; ftrive 
ro excel cach other in Courteſie, Friendſhip and 
Generoſity, in Peace, Goodneſs and. Love ; 
- that others may walk by the light of your 
bright ard ſplendid examples , in the bleſſed 
path of brotherly love, and Chriſtian Charity, 
which leads to eternal life, Oh let not your 
Charity grow cold to your Brethren, your 
own fleſh! kindle it into a holy and gene- 
rous flame, that the poor and lowly Cot- 

tages 
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tages of your Country, may be warmed by 
the heat of your compaſſion and mercy. 
The man that hath no affe&tion for his own 
Country, deſerves not to be a member of _ 
any, for he will be kind to none ; he neither 
follows the Exa:nple of Chriſt, nor obeys 
the Doctrine of his Goſpel, who prefers his 
private intereſt before the publick good ; 
blameable then in che ſuperlative degree are 
thoſe men, which having been. adyanced. by 
their Country, and 1njoying a proſperous 
fortune, a plentiful portion of this world, 
refuſe to perform thoſe kind Offices by which 
they have been raiſed. Such black ingrate, 
ſuch prodigies of unthankfulneſs ; have. noe 
the Spirit nor natural Love of that noble 
Heroic Roman, who preferred the good 
of his Country before, and above his own 
Life, for he ſacrificed the one for the pre- 
ſervation of the other. Such Men deſerve 
not the Name of Chriſtians, for they have 
nothing of the genuine temper of the Go- 
ſpel Spirit; nay, ſuch Men are ftrangers to 


natural affection, as well as to a holy Ca- 
tholick 


tholic Charity, and are not fo morally ver- 
tuous as many of the Heathens. Surely 
fach Men have no Souls, or no value for 
them, that conſider not affe&tionately the 
many obligations due to their native Chriſti- 
an Soil; thar are ſo wilfully blind, as nor 
to ſee the benefits and bleflings they have 
received ; and fo obſtinately unthankful that 
they will not acknowledge the hand which 
frankly gave them. Bur I hope bercer things 
of you, my beloved Countrymen; that as 
you have already begun to exerciſe your be- 
nignity and: Charity; ſo you will increaſe 
more and more in' that excellent Grace and 
Vertue ; for the ſame Commandment of 
God which obligeth you to day, will be of 
the ſame force to morrow z; the ſame kind 
of Tribute thou payeſt this day, will be no 
IG due the next, for every day brings a 
new obligation of that Obedience which we 
owe unto the Iving God. This Life of 
ours 1s as'it were a-Journey, the Command- 
ments of God are the ways of it: there 1s 
not a more frequent expreſſion in the ſacred 
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Pages, than walking in the Law and Statutes 
of the Lord, walking in the ways and paths 
of God; and they who are not exerciſed 
day and night in the Law of the Lord, do 
not walk in the paths of God, but rather 
ſtand fill in the way of Sinners; for Gods 
Servants muſt not imitate Ahaz's Sun, that 
moved gradually backward ; nor 7oſhxa's Sun 
that moved neither backward nor forward ? 
but David's Sun, that appears gloriouſly ar- 
ray'd, like a Bridegoom out of his Cham- 
ber, and rejoyceth as a young man to run 
his race : and he runs in vain, that runs 


ſwiftly ſetting out, but fainrs before he ar- 


rives at the mark ; for ſuch a racer will ne- 
ver obtain the prize ; and 1t 1s as fruitleſs to 
begin in a vertuous courſe, and not to con- 
tinue 1n 1t to the end, Such a man will be 
never able to ſay with St Paul, I have fought 
a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 1 have 
kept the faith ; henceforth there is. laid up for 
me @ Crown of Righteouſneſs. He that will be 
Paul's Scholar, nuſt perſevere in the good 


courſe he hath begun to walk in: his Doe» 
Etrine 


( 18 ) 
crine is to increaſe, and his' Practice an- 
ſwerable to it. I preſs towards the mark of 
the high calling of God in Chrifl Jeſus. Phil. 3. 
v. 14. It is not ſufficient to know the way 
of Righteouſneſs, and to make ſome pro- 
greſs in it, there muſt be a daily and con- 
ſtant abounding, a going on in the good 
and the right way, or clſe we can have no 
comfortable hope of that glorious Crown 
of Ercrnal Life. The Apoſtle b:{cechcs you 
to encreaſe more and more, he ticquently 
prefſed this laudable Duty, he cxhorted his 
Philippians to abound in love, his Corinthi- 
ans to abound always in the work of the 
Lord : Nor 1s he ſingular in this, he hath 
many Joint-labourers, 7rimotheus and Sit- 
vanus: St. Peter alſo accords with him in the 
taſt words of his ſecond Epiſtle, Grow in 
Grace, faith he, and in the Knowledge 
of Our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And 
growth, there 1s not an addition, a daily in- 
creaſing more and more. Gods Husbandry 
hath no time to lye fallow, nor will he ſuf. 
fer the branches of his Vine at any time to 


be 


( w'2 

be unfruitfulz nay he expects from it a. great:- 

"Y and therefore . he -pruncs off - the, 
#þad branches, dreſſes, trims, - and-cultivates 
'the goodones that they may bring forth more 
fruit ohn 15.9, 3. Haſt thou »then, been, | 
7excrciſed an the School of Virtue, 'in the per-. 
/ formance of a ' pious: Duty, of a vertuous 
| Office ?.:thou haſt done well, but not cnough, 
{ tor conſtancy .and. perſeverance are required 
/m all the: works of. the: Lord. Halt thou 
| been charicable? continue in the practic 
! of: that ſwett, noble, and divine grace : 
{ haſt chou-been devour : ? . proceed in thy de- 
; votion : haſt thou been meek and humble ? 
7 deck: thy. If fill - with; Jowlines of nund : 
{ haſt thou been bountiful > lack nor. thy li- 
5 beral Hand,. abound more and more in pic- 
z ty and charity ; ; do good to all Men, faith 
q the Apoſtle, but. eſpecially to the Houſhold 
# of: Faith, when it ſtands in need of your 
7 charity, increaſing in this heavenly Vertue 
| more and: more. Every. creature almoſt. in 
the :Worldi yiclds you a motive, a perſwa- 
| five to the- Duty. T_0 Sun 1s i reſtleſs Eo 
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her rounding courſe ; the Moon. and all 
the Stars, move as conſtantly. in their cour- 
ſes> as the Days and Times; the flaming 


Fire is always afccnding, the liquid Warer | 


even running, the ſprightly Air in perpetual 
motion. _ Let us therefore not ſtand in the 


F 
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way of Sinners, nor .ſet in the Seat of the \ 
Scornful, but walk in the Law of the: Lord, | 


and exerciſe our ſelves in it Day and Night; 
Where 1s the Husbandman thar doth not dig. 
his Garden, dreſs his Orchard, ill and manure: 
| his Lands, that they may yield a good in- 
creaſe, a plentiful crop: in due Seaſon ? and 
thould not a man be more induſtrious, more 
carcful for his Soul than his Garden, or 
Orchard ? 1s not his Eternal State preferra- 
ble to Temporal. Poſlefſions , and: all the 
good: things of this Life > And how do they 
then value and cftcem thoſe precious. Jew- 


els, their. immortal Souls, who negle& the: 


Doctrin of the good Apoſtle in. my Text ;. 
that inwardly adore the Mammon of Un- 


rightcouſneſs* and fay in their hearts: to- a: 


wedge of Gold, thou art our hope and our 
Confis 
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' | Confidence, and lay no' foundation for 


Ecernal Life, by the works of Charity and 
Mercy. Some men there are, but not mem- 
bers of | this honourable Society, whoſe 
Mouths are full of Charity, but in their 
Hands are no Gifts; they give large Port 
' -ons with their Mouths, but kindneſſes from 
their Hands, are very difficult to be ſeen, 
felt, or underſtood: this Tip-love, and 
mouth-charity is condemned by the Apo- 
ftle, becauſe it conſiſts only in words, not m 
deed: and to fay God bleſs you to a Bro- 
ther that is naked, and wants Cloathing ; 
or 1 wiſh you well to a Sifter that wants 
Food, arc no better than airy, empry Com- 
pliments, and do no more fill the. belly and 
'warm the back, than a golden dream doth 
fill the pocket and inrich the Man. Jam. 2. 
V. 15. .1f a Brother or Sifler be naked, or de- 
flitute of daily Food; and one of you ſay 
unto them depart in peace, be ye warmed, be 
ye filed : Notwithflanding, ye give them not 
thoſe things wich are needful for the Bedy ; 
what doth it profit them ? | 
| 2 Final- 
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* Finally, My Beloved Brethren, this YOu 
may be incouraged to practice the Duty of 
the Text, conſider the great advantages ahd 
bleſſings peculiar to' a; holy, pious Chari- 
ty. ' The firſt is, that-the merciful, chari- 
cable Chriſtian hath the promiſe of Gods 
protection, in the :day .of diſtreſs; and; dan- 
ger ; 'of his favour and , loving : kindneſs in 
the day Þ of his - viſitation. Pſal. 41. v. 1. 
Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the poor, tbe Lord 
will deliver him in the time of trouble. v. 2. 
The Lord will preſerve him and keep him. alive, 
aud he ſhall be leſſed upo n earth, and. thou 
'witt not deliver him into the will of his Ene- 
mies. V. 3. The Lord will firengthen him apon 
a bed of Languiſhing, thou wilt make. all his 
bed-in his ſickneſs. Prov. 19. V. 17. He that 
hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the 'Lord ; 
and that which he hath given he will pay hi 
ain. Prov. 28.v. 27. He that giveth unto the 
"poor ſhall «not lack,, he that encreaſeth more 
and more in charity, ſball find favour with 
God, which 3s better than life it ſelf. Prov, 11. 
'v. 25. The literal Soul ſoul be made fat, an 
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he that watereth Fatt: be. Sotjed; alſo. 
Theſe are the: good Bleſſings! of: this” Lite 
-which God hey promiſed to the-Righteous, 
Merciful-man. . Secondly; Spiricual'B ſings, 
and thoſe of the Life'to" torhe* are" likex 


promiſed to Him, as you may read, Pſa. x I 12. 


v. 9. He hath diſperſed abroad, he hath given 


to the poor, his Righteouſneſs remaineth for y 


ever; that is, he ſhall be remembred, nor 
only in this Life, bur in the Life to come. 
1 Tim.s. v. 17. Charge them that ate” rich” in 
this World, that they truſt not in uncertain 
Riches, but in the Living God : ' that they do 


good, that they be rich in good works, laying"up- 


in flore for themſelues g_goad fend ation againſt 


the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
Eternal Life. In a word, unleſs we ſhow it 


to our Brother, God will ſhow none _ to us: 


they who have not charity for their fellow 


Chriſtians, wall receive none from the hands 
of the Lord when they ſtand moſt in need of 
it, We ſhall all be judged ar the laſt day ac- 


cording to the works of Mercy ; therefore I 


- beſeech you to increaſe more and more in 
Charig 
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and. Mao nes $06. God 
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